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summer assignment 
 
Learning a language involves four functions:  listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  Your summer assignment will also include these four functions and will  
help you to prepare for the four functions of the AP test next May. 
 

The Assignment 
 

You must keep a journal during the summer of the ways in which you practice 
Spanish and keep up your skills.  You will be making entries into your journal. 
Please prepare to turn in the journal the first Monday of school. 
 
A.  LISTENING 
 
1.  Keep a log of the Spanish you hear --- on television, at stores, at work, etc. 
 Did you understand what was being said?  If not the whole conversation,  
 did you get the gist of what the conversation was about?  What was it? 
 Where were you when you heard Spanish being spoken?  Who was 
 speaking?  Make at least 6 entries in your journal about these occasions. 
 Your observations may, but don’t have to be, in English. 
 
2.  Watch a Spanish channel program like Telemundo for at least one hour per 
 week.  Find a favorite program and watch it as regularly as you can.  Do 
 you understand what is going on? What kind of show is it?  Who are the 
 characters?  What words and/or phrases do they use over and over?  
 Record your observations in your journal.  Make at least 6 of these 
 observations in Spanish. 
 
B.  WRITING 
 
1.  Over the course of the summer, send me 8 e-mails in Spanish about what you 
 are doing, where you have gone, and things you have seen and 
 experienced, to bitgood.t@woodstown.org.  Please space it out so that 
 you send 4 e-mails in July and 4 in August, with an average of 1/week.  I 
 will write back,  and you will know that your e- mail has been received.   
  
 These could be about your job, your vacation, movies that you have seen, 
 etc.  The e-mails should incorporate details like where you went, what you 
 did, who you saw, when you did it, with whom you went, what date you 
 went, how you felt during the experience and afterward, what the weather 
 was like, etc.  The e-mails should be a minimum of 8 sentences each, not 
 including greetings and farewells and questions that you ask me. 
 



 
 
C.  READING 
 
1.  There are many Spanish language newspapers on line.  Some sites include 
 www.elnuevodia.com, and www.impre.com/eldiariony.  Find a newspaper 
 site that you like.  Over the course of the summer, read 6 newspaper 
 articles in  Spanish, with an average of 1/week.  Print the article.  Then 
 write a summary of what you have read in Spanish and attach it to the 
 article.  Include many details of what  you have learned to show that you 
 understood the article.  You will be turning this in the first Monday of 
 school.  These articles can be on whatever topic interests you. 
 
 
D.  SPEAKING 
 
1.  Make every attempt to practice speaking Spanish with other people as often 
 as you can.  If this is not possible, speak to yourself in Spanish, practice 
 describing things that you see, hold imaginary conversations, talk back to 
 the television set, etc. Speaking and giving presentations in Spanish is an 
 integral part of the AP experience, so you need to practice this skill as 
 much as possible.  Make notes in your journal of any speaking that you 
 do and describe your experience in Spanish.   
 
 
NOTES 
 
 For the reading and writing portions of this summer work, do not use a  
 dictionary at first.  Just get a gist of what you are reading.  If there are 
 words that you do not understand, see if you can figure it out with other 
 clues in the article.  Only use a dictionary if you are stuck.  Make sure that 
 you understand and can explain the who, what, where, when, why & how 
 about the information in each article. 
 
 I will collect your journal the first Monday that we are in school.  It is worth 
 a TEST GRADE for the first marking period.   
 
 If you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail me at the address 
 given above.  I will check my e-mail daily. 
 
 I am looking forward to a great year with you! 
 
 


